Joof 1 TR

T BOERS 'IN THE
AR}GENTINE

|- “MANY WEALTHY MEN” |
{ . ' AMONG THEM

L

|REPLY TO RECENT
§ o ATTACKSEL

NO REAL DEMAND FOR
_,. REPATRIATION

;’ The popular’ belief that the few
hundred. South ' African - exiles, wh
m‘-" left .this country of. their own {ree
tg will for the Argentme at the close of |
¥ the Boer War, are so poverty-stncken
F and | ill-treated by. .the Argentme
E Government. that_ repatriation is de-
{ sirable immediately was flatly. demed
51 by two authorities. yesterda,y e
A_mong the passengers in the out-l
gomg mailboat’ ~ was: Mries Cly; A i
f Willmers, a ‘South African' who" 1s1
f bound  for South ' America, via
| Madeira, to "rejoin’ this colony of"
Argentma Boers -after hawng ahea.dy
’ spent a year among them it s .
% ““None of them would 1mprove
i their. position by returning to South
4 Africa, and few of them want to |
4 come,’’ | Mri ‘Willmers told a repre-
s senbatwe of the -Cape:Times. *
f?. ‘“Why should I be returnmg 1f,
then' lot is as bad as is pamted‘i’ I
!.am not a rich man; I am going back"*
to 'work with them. +“None of them
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lils badly off as the poor whites ot
Nl

N

¢ this country, but if they are repatri-

w

7 ated most of them will certainly
il become poor whites.’” sl 0o

SOME WEALTHY MEN® !

| Mr. Willmers explainied that in 1926 |
t! he joined his uncle,. who was ond of the
‘ original exiles and is now a fairly pros-
i) perous sheep farmer, ‘although: by no
§| means one of the richest.h usil - s
| "“Up 'to the time of .the Great War:” !
i he said, ‘“‘they were all comfortably off. !
il The Argentine Government gave them |
s Overy assistance from thel beginning., . |
| ‘“Then came the war.and a big rise in
{ the price of wool. * Those farmers in the

4 low veld made. plenty of money, . but |
i 4 those in the. high veld Jost their sheep |
¥ 1n the snow and were not so lucky. The
M rich men among them to-day are Messrs |
4 Visser, Deigo Venter, 'J. Behr, Eloff, |
g and others, and I am| now returning to
[ work for Mr. Behrw, |! My - Visser hos
; retired and lives in Buenos Aires. He
f%tﬂkf‘/ﬁ regular trips to  South Africa,
f;’fﬂ}*a?’;h'ts several soms,| also farming, in
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pr =2 good circumstances! ' Mr,  Visser
;I built the first house at Puerto Visser,
k| and the town is named after him,. .5
“Mr. J. Behr comes from  Bloemfon-

K | tein, and now lives at Canadon Logarto,
| where I am now going. v He left Bloem:-
fontein in 1900 with £400,'bought sOme
|sheep, ~and after he had farmed his
ranch fdor a year, ' oil ‘was | discovered,
and the Argentine. Government. paid
{{him a’ considerable stum" for ‘the* farm. |
;*’ He wag then able to buy many leagues
{ jof ‘camp,’” and to each of his five'sons he
Yigave 12 miles and J,dQO+sheep. To-day
all the sons are wealthy farmers, |
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YA great deal of_,,fl,liés has been..made |

about the Government taking' over the oil
d 1discovered by these far ers. In-any case,
l all Governments hnve the right ‘to do 80,
{§but to my knowledoe Mr. Behr’s farm was
¥ the only place where oil was found, and he |

(Was: pald handsomely. forfit, - - ..
2. .. ‘I must admit that ‘some of the farmers
dare lazy, They prefer to sit at - home,
adrink coffee and dream of sunshine when

now is on the ground.. Coming from
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§ dSouth Atrica, a land of sunshme and un-
i marked Seasons, the older men find the
@ winter trying: but. the more industrious
segasvet, out and make = few thousand

L e by catching foxes, wild cats, skunks
jand other animals. In winter ;a fox skin |
p fetches 15s. © There is plenty of work for |
4 those who want to do 1t, and although a |
d fow work very little during ‘winter, none
faroe starving, | 5 4
; “*Thousands of South Africans would
| envy the position of the poorest of them.
i They have their ups and downs, but tak-
. ing them as a whole—and their farms are
B all adjoining—they are one big happy
l family. The rich among them always help
¢ the less fortunate, and nobody is really in
I want, as thousands are in South Africa.
! “The, one. thing they - sadly need is a
fl school. ' The children are home' taught.
il Lhey speak Spanish outside and Afrikaans
4 abt _home. Epglish is practically unknown.
i 1 taught some of the children when I was
Y last there, and a Mr. Melville, ‘who “once
il travelled as a schoolmaster from farm to |
i farm, is now too old to continue.
b i fathe South African Government wants
5 st them it would bo doing a good
Bservice by providing money for a schonl
i The farmers themselves could subséribe for
¢t a teacher, and I know of a headmaster in
' Johannesburg who is Huite ready to go out
R if a school 1s. provided.” RES

| DR. LINARES’ PROTEST

I‘ Dr. J, 'M. Lilml‘éﬂ‘, Consﬁ]-‘tﬁencml for
' the Argentine Republic, interviewed, drew
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attention to a recent-lhrticl@ by Professor
f H. E: S. Fremantle. BRY Y

7
:

d » “Against the contents of this article I
| protest; energetically as the representative
£] of that mation gratuitously offended there-
f.; by,” he sald. ¢ v i ‘__’ ‘l ’ | { e
{ Replying to the allegation . that the
% Argentine (fovernment had - dispodsessed
{ the Boers of their property because of dis-
i coveries of petroleum, Dr. Linares ex-
i plained that in nearly every . country
| mineral rights were vested ‘1. the Crown.
| As regards the statement |that the un.
| fortunate Boers resident in Punta Arenas
had been turned out of their homes by the
1B zentine authoritics, he pointed out that
W@ unta Arenas belonged to Chile and was
/in no way controlled by the Argentine
§ authorities. It was certainly not true that
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enw-opanish laws in Argentina were unjust
lto the Boers. The political constitution
{ was most liberal and humane to any men
 of goodwill who had the courage to work.
L - “Why does DProfessor  Fremantle iefer
b only to the Boers who have failed, and not
{to the many who have succeeded in making
i respectable fortunes in ‘my country, and
{after coming Dack here with the intention
1of settlin ﬁown, have returned to Argen-
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