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.THIBTY-THREE years ago 600 Boers went into voluntary exile
} In the Argentine; on Saturday 32 of them ‘returned to Cape
- Town 1n the Arabla Maru, weéried'with the desperate strugglé for

existence and filled with an urgent desire to live once again in their

own country.
__ Conditions of life in Patagonia and the absolute lack of prospects
4 for the children were the main reasons for the sudden return. lhe

3 rest of the 900 still living in exile will probably return in small parties

; ‘during the course of the next two )| years.
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E EVEN of the Boers aré' staying |
-' in Cape Town for a short while

| and then going 1o farms further up-
{ Il country. Two families sailed yester-
¥ day for East Tondon and will farm
# in the North-Eastern Districts, while
i another family is going 1o Durban
# and then to a farm in Griqualand
¥ East, near Umtata. K13 ~
Beeed +1ose’ who arrived on Satur-
% have paid their own passages |
and have a certain amount of money
l with them. ' Those left behind, how-
il ever, are mainly too poor to do this,
n |} and the Cape Times ° understands
d |l that there 1s a movement afoot . to
ds to bring them back.
d by a representative of

y |Edthe Cape Times yesterday, Mr.
- |4 Francois D. Conradie, a member of
er |f{{the returned party, said that he had
as-|{ffl no doubt that the Boers would make
he |Fi{ good on farms in South Africa.

n-lll HOW THEY TREKKED
at [l Discontent with _conditions v
or- [l gouth Africa was rife among many

ng [EF Boers after the South African War.
o build a

raﬁ A movement was started t

“'"09 w country on the old traditlons
< [§] In 1903, after the peace O er-
;‘ eeniging, Mr. C. E. Visser obtaine
| r i a concession’ from the Argentine
%eils | Government for. a block of farms
ed [ tUETS

| he' Argentine Government at

ger

- BNt time Wwas in need of immi-

ng- B ¥ grants and welcomed ihe idea of

“at f seftling South African farmers in

old | Patagonia. In 1903. 86 Boers ..
the ] settled on Visser’s farms. " Later ;

3 Ty | _ . :
- § Louis /Bosman, of Bloemfontein,
v W also obtained concessions, and

;
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+ . B Mr. M. M. Venter organised a trek
seen Bl “of 340 people. Subsequently .sev-

i;gr_aﬁmﬂm:fmmﬁs ‘migrated. until, i S e
o - t&r part of.1907, I.ha 1t has a seating capacity of
600 | 114.0 whmrﬁ ig greater than éhnﬁ ol |[Easa
PR any cinema in the world outside New jEes

| The building includes billiards |f
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[ Government aid consisted only of
|
|

an 1nitial gift of §00 morge
| ‘ Il &
oAptlop 0f buying g2 fur?her mi‘i.ﬁt(?oe
ftf;jl tha_t the farmers were left 10
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& Chubut is the nNname of the ‘district
} It is-over |
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#{ our concern for the ifuture’ of
1 children. There are no schools what~ |
| soever, ' except - one at. Comodoro
H Rivadavia, a . long distance away. '
§ There, education is free up to'Grade |
il Six, “but above that it is very ex- |
1 pensive. . Boarding facilities are not |
Riorovided: s - oxi s hpmity G
= " Another reason for our return
g *I5"that our South .African tradi-
: tion, nationalism, and ideals are
being sacrificed. The religious at-
mosphere 1s. certainly, not ‘'in |
accordance with our desires.. Sun-
days are days for elections, sports,

° races, politics, and amusements.
- “Another very important reason is
the condition of farming. Sheep far- |
4 ming 1s the main occupation and ||
! nothing could be said against the

i .conditions, were it not for the period- '
M ical blizzards and snowstorms. Every '
I few years these terrible storms'occur,
f| 'and anything from 40.to 70 per.cent.
| of the stock is destroyed. TIPS

" H! “One of my friends lost more |
. . than 700 sheep last year, and he

- was one of the more . fortunate
~ ones. Progress is almost stationary |
- and there is no future for the
2. children, siiuti s

H  “I myself have brought over with |
{ me five of my grandchildren and !
‘another- child ~of ‘a friend of mine. I
i want to give them a fair chance for -
{ a successful future.” el v 5o
| #H  Mr. and Mrs. Biggs, who, with
H their two sons, arrived in the party,
i confirmed Mr. Conradie’s story. Mr.
i{ Biggs described his first struggles, =
t-aullding roads and planting trees
i lliving in a tent. He stated that
| i aeye the people who arrived first
' E.r ce1vek§1.ﬁeven ‘the 600 morgen,
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