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The Argentine Republic - Account of Mr.

Vigser's journey.

On the 1lst November,1902, we left by tug for
the "Gamoa" a steamer belonging to the Argentine Republiec
and departed from Table Bay at 6 p.m. After a journey
of 16 days we sighted land, the coast of America, where
e steamed past the great town of MontevideQ. (/e had fine
weather during the jounney add the sea also was calm,
except when we left Cape Town, then i was sﬁormy and |
this caused the inevitable sea-sickness which some had bad |
other{ less so and many not at all. During the journey _i
we saw many whales also some porpoises and dolphins: and |
- these together with some ships which we passed contributed }
much towapds lessening the monotony of the voyage. Be- h
fore we saw land we could notice by the colour of the i
- gea which was no longer so very blue, that we were near=
ing land. When we sailed past Montevideo we came into
fpesh water, which was of a light yellow o lour, and tﬁis
was the mouth of the river La Plata which flows through
the Argentine Republic. For a whole day we sailed up.. E
this river, before we came to Buenos Ayres, the capitaljﬁ
of the Argentine Republic. This river is very wide so
that even at Buenos Ayres the land on the opposite bank j%
Ny R

cannot be seen. We landed at 12 o'clock on the”17th

November, we went to an hotel, the Kaiser Hof, where we';;
were well treated and where the arrangements, egpecially .

the bedrooms, are very good., The price at this'hotel;p; o
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is 3 pesos, i.e. 5/3 per day. The town of Buenos Ayres

is much larger and the buildings much better than I ex~

pected.

The streets are made of asphalt (a kind of

_cement) and wood, and are kept particularly clean. The

town is traversed by electric and horse trams, by which
travelling is very cheap. When we landed we were et
by Mr. Green, who was formerly in Africa in connection
with the  emigration. We were received very kindly by
the people of the country especially by the Government
officials who did all in their power for us. During our
stay in the town, which lasted until the 28th November

we visited the Geological gardens where there are many
kinds of wild animals, also the porcupine of South

Africa and almost all the other wild animals, such as

the eland stc., The Government gave us all possible

aid to view the country, as the Goverﬁﬁant was most de-
sirous that Boers should settle in the Argentine Republic.
During my staj in Buenos -Ayres I tried to find out what

part of the country was considered to be the worst, and

- I departed on the 28th November accompanied by Messrs

Greyling and Botha, who had come with me from Africa to | %

view the country, and a land surveyor who served as in- f!w

.
terpreter and guide and who together with Messrs Greyling '
and Botha traversed the country with me to Neuquep, a )

?x«':ﬂ

place in the province of Rio Negroin a westerly direction .s

Before we left Buenos Ayres we had tha plaasmra%
to visit some farms in the viecinity and I found the land

very fertile with beautiful plantations and trees, and

the




- peared to be quite parched. The cattle, mosgtly shaeplj

]

the veld densely covered with good grasses many of which
in South Afriga only grow in well cultivated and watered
gardens. For some hundreds of miles around Buenos Ayres
the country is a level valley of black moorish ground,

as smooth as I have never yet seen in South Africa, and
the sheep, horses and cattle appear to cover the country
well. This sight is particularly nice as all the cattle
are very fat and healthy. Here agriculture is carried
on on a large scale and one often travels for miles along
lands of corn, oats, mealies, lucerne etc., Being ac-
quainted with the districts of Malmesbury I must say that
aZriculture in those districts is mere child's play com-
pared with that I saw in America. Further on the country
becomes poorer and more sandy until one gets to Bahia

Blanca, another sea port of the country. Here the land

is sandy and poor. The sand appears to have been blown

into hillocks in former times, and these are covered

with a long coarse grass. Thence in a westerly direction
to the great mountains of the country the land becomes
more a kind of "Karos" or Bughveld. Here also there are
indications that these regions are sometimes subject to
drought: although the bushes were green, the grass ap-
and horses, which we saw there, were however, fat, an115

when I returned and saw the districts of Beaufort West

etc., the poor dry regions of America appeared to be

good. These regions are crossed by two beautiful ¢
rivers, the Colorado and Rio Negro; and in these rivers
especially the latter, there were little boats going up

and down to bring the wood from the mountains to the [ &
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coast. At Neuquen, a place situated at the confluence

of the Neuguem and Lirnay, we remained some days and
there we met several people who were engaged in cattle
breeding at the base of the great mountains of the coun-
try some hundreds of miles further west, aalled the
Cordilleras, where these rivers rise. Our intention was
to go to the tops of those mountains lying between the
Argentine Republic and Chili, but as we desired again to
meet the other farmers who were at Buenos Ayres and who
at a certain time would depart southwards to .Chubut with
their families, it was decided to turn back there and to
g0 in a northerly direction through the Province Pampa
Central. The regions around Neuquen and the Province
Rio Negro are considered to be the poorest in the Argen— |
time Republic. The rainfall here is irregular and the |
ground is also not as deep as in other parts. Grass, f
is scarce there except along the river. The country 1is
covered with a kind of Karroo bush particularly a kimnd

of "vaal" bush of which the cattle is very fond. The
cattle which we saw there mostly sheep and horses, were
however in good condition. At a place called Roca, the ¥
 water is taken from the river by damming up and irrigatioﬁ3 %
is carried on on a small scale; and everything we saw ,%fii,
there appeared to flourish. If one wants to go in forl5< f;
irrigation, there is a good apportunity here and the ‘.Id.;f
river always is so strong that small ships navigate 1439 f.;;
In the Pampa Central we found a very level part, po#ared-i.';
with grass which is however coarse and long and it is |
therefore not as zood as in the other regions. The

valleys are covered with thorn trees which agrae'iith ,*

-
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‘Running water is not found there the country b51ng tboug%T

Shortly before I arrived at Toay a farm of 2500 hectar Iﬁ

._cattla appaar to be contlnuous and where for milgp one.
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difference however that the trees are larger, have 1353

thorns and have legumes about six inches long, whlch fallm

L

off at a certain 36a80n and are eagerly devoured by the

cattle. We remained a week at Toay,:the most. westerly‘;

o
point on the rallway, and VlSlth tha country. arouhd.*fgﬁﬁﬁ
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level, but at any place good water can be found 1n Ekéﬁjf

abundance from 10 to 20 feet deep and the traes;.such 's”fﬁ
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but not as good as 1in other parts. A pecullar matterf-fg:ﬂ

with regard to corn 1n that country ig that‘rust 13 '~”

quite unknown. The only infectious dlseasa‘xmhlch wa |

found to be known in the whole of the Argentlna Rapublia ‘t

18 foo& and mouth dlsaase, the last case of whlch howevar

happened more than a year ago. SOUE %miijﬁi %%ﬁii*?
| During all our travels ' lastlng 4 .m?nﬁhs; wB E "“" L:
only twice notlcad scab There is no Scab A°t"3nd*fi;¥;§j
although there are many farms that hava dlps. and whareiQﬁéi

sheep are dipped, it is generally considered that 1f %{a

scab breaks out this dlsease can. be stamped: out byihand.**
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wags sold for 16,000 pasos,,i.eﬂm3125 morgen for £1597 ;f”ﬁr'
1 “!‘.‘t} r,;;:, :
at about 9/~ per morgen.l Thls farm was fenced 1n WIthEgylf
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some. buildings upon it,. and on the raliway nth the re-‘t,p

turn Jounney bo Buenos Ayres the landlbecama contlnuall

bettar until we came to those level - moors, where e
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Ayres I again met the other farmers and thence we again
went by ship to the Southern region Chubut where the
Boers are going to settle. 0One can also travel there-
over land, but this takes much .longer and is, much more it
dlfflcult than by sea. It would take about 4 days ?%Tj;f%
travelllng continuously but the ships touch at varlous :;:

places to take up and dlscharge goods . After’ a'pros—;;bi;
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perous and pleasant Jounney along the coast, so)that we ﬁgf
akways kBPt the land in sight, we arrived at Commodara e
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Rlvadavla.where we landed and where we werse racelved by!ﬂhw

_r f;*f Baumann a Free Stater, who was then already a year 1nx§h?
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_\ | Argentine Republic. We then went to his farm, where he Eﬁi
. e \ o R

has a very camfﬁrtabla housa conglstlng of G.r%-.&_;__gf&;%%:

pagssage and verandah.  This house is of zine (iron) H;;E

lined with wood, and cost about £300, put up, thsre by th ?
i+ *-r-

‘carpenter of the merchant. We remained some daya wlthaswa

Baumann, to view the reglons around there before we de-;jf

i.. 1.-,.1- "?*

parted in a westerly dlreotlon to the fronhlar of thﬁ 'i_;
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country, where the great mountains are some of them ﬁ&a;,;
L2t VR A

- covered with snow all the year. - This reglon 13 ealledi
;T{i;" the Chubut Province. ; The part in whhah Baumann llvgggﬁgi
E?ﬁfﬁ?‘f ‘and where we remained some days travalllng arnund w%t ngk;
3 éﬁ' Baumann to inspect 1t, con31sts of sandy hllls;fgovaré?ﬁi'
%Tiiii. wlth bush and grass, broken land, as”we call it hare.ﬁqjﬁf
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EE{&{ | 'Tha bushes ara mostly a.klnd of thorn Bush\of fram 3




Various kinds of grasses grow between the bushes, one inj#
particular with which I am acquainted, called "nuskus’ or’
"turksnagel" found in the Districts of Malmesbury. and
Piquetberg. This grass 1 have seen in large quantities

along thoge hills, much more than I have ever seen in the

Malmesbury and Piquetberg digtricts. Between those hil&s %
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there are black moorish valleys, thickly overgrown with'.
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zood grasses. In those valleys fresh running waier wlth
strong fountains is found, which come out along the 31deu*¥f”
of those hills. On the 6th January we left with a-wagon

and mules, having decided to go as far as possible with, 1t,
further

and proceed/on horseback to the border of the republic i;L%#F
where the great mountains of the country are. ! During ths*
Pirst two days we pagssed through regions which a;g_&he sgmgh
as that at Baumann's. Then we came to a plateau called tEe fﬁ
Pampa, which is much like the veld on the Drakensbarg 1n'ii%q
the District of Barkly East, which is very sultﬂble for g

cattle. We travelled for one day on this Pampa and. then iﬁ”,

whence we came.

The veld appears to be drler here with less grass%?ﬁi?}‘
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regions the land 'became better and m cama t.o a EGE ?heq

;' tiful strong rlvar called the;Sanguer, vhlch ig large 35f345

enough to be navlgable by small shlps. The banks' of*thii;ﬂ;#
a,..,ﬁ.w ".T' -
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river are very even and are of/black.moorish so11§ thick1y y';
4 o “?-5' : s
i overgrown Hlth.grasaes as . in tha valleyg at Baumanna. Ho;pm 34
i we found some ‘had cattla, horsea ' oxon and f’im

'l["i. W "i {3 '-rjv.fq.:-, ' h"i 1
h°°P and gy gand in gaod uonditlm B
- i -f _ - .. :
o5 1§ e‘*‘better -

1{%;&:}:‘ '}i',' : : : . ftf‘-‘!'i
47 2 < . b

I
41
Py 3 1 b A r . l"l. .I i r ¥ L .l '." %
- I} - N i
o - = | " ] i ; : :: LI i. 3 b R i ™ . Jj ‘:' ‘.. i
B, g ¥ 1_' 3 [k y ] L] '. r*: } eb‘ o '-. | " s ] ! - § &
- P : ) o I, -l _';l ’ f J ol gl Ak 4
- 3 . - L3 L3 "1
s i .2 . Frr ¥ Ll Bk s, | 1 31T *
* e - N - il i} il i e 1 &
M, A " P # y d L ¥ Ay e



v SR

better than I have g4
s e B izzrrii:z :hzm in Se&%h.Afrlca. We thul
e RPET nd on the 1l2th January thﬁf}h
y bonger., We then hired 14 horses. .. :
from a certain Mr. Kelly, an Irishman whose father had tnr;h
1eave Ireland for political reasons; taking him (Kelly): 33;1
our guide. After ridigg for some days through regions Blml—i

lar to the Pampaa with black ualleys between them, whlch

et K
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twaen the Atlantic and Paclflc Oceans. Theae regiona near
the mountains we found to be very good. Here are fleldgof
wild corn, wild barley and other sweet grasses, which the

horses are mad after. In the valleys along the rlver tha

ground is black moorish and very fertile, but tha 'bllnd

e S

flies" are a nuisance. These paris are certarhly%ihe most

frultful which we pasqei.through and the grasses the best
in those parts which are Stlll uninhabited, but . I am afraﬁi

: ‘l‘

ey
ig plentiful here. s Ly Wi _;jfupﬂfrfﬁﬁiﬁm
s '.':'.'.'.'::3-‘55{:':13

On the 15th of January we at last agaln turned.h -;?i.

1h J-

wards. That day we had rain and shot 23 wild duck on a‘t 0

large lake called Lagoona Blanca. ¥ ;ﬂg{mﬂfﬁiéﬁﬂfi{

J
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On the return Journey we took another route thruugthﬁ,f

regions which are more or less: thﬁzsam@ untll ie ﬁgain %h
came to the wagon. Upon enquirlng abuut:the wild ca££1 |
Kelly pointed out a certain hill called Sierra Quatrado

e and said further that if we wanted“to make a datour af

Jl - |
54,,j: abaut 8 hours to the other slde of that;hill he would'pol tg%
o

out to us wild cattle eatimated to number about 6000. But.-

as!ye were afraid to miss a certain Bhlp by ihlnh.ye were
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to return to Bemnos Ayres, we could not go thither. These
are ordinary, cattle which have become wild and later on
We saw the dung etc of another herd near Baumann's. Thps§3
paris are certainly most suitable for cattle. | i
On the 16th January I got a sgatement -from KBllY-UfPf:

his sheep farming, which I repeat verbatim, as given by’

him and noted in my diary. I must flrst mention that thera
are many people like Kelly who posses no land, but who i
farm on Government land without paying any rent. He got ;‘_g
those sheep from San Martin, a place about 20 heurs rlding ;
from his farm., | .
Kelly began in May 1900 with

540 ewes (purbhased)

480 " on half profits | ;z%fﬁiﬂ

’ ' 41 3.5 9
210 °* #ditto B s

| i o M g
TOtal 1250 ewes . | ; ".‘"‘j“'-" : Hh‘h:

When they got home he had 1210. After'two yeafsﬂ;;

]
...... ih.r.

the person who lent 480 got 990 head and the othar one who |
lent him 210 got 480. Last May he sold 1000 haadwand naIJ?R*

o
" "' " .L-}!i‘,. '|

he still has 3100. He got 120 lambs from.loo eves , and

about 40 of the ewe lamba of the prev1ous yearproduced..ﬁ#;j.

When I again came to the wagan one of the sheap of. f” 45,
35 X
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miles to the north the people have beautbful crops: «for, th
corn fram that place taok the flrst prlza at the . Chlcag
Exhlbltlan. | Q;; 3 f; g W -m’mf,

| The condltlons underiwhi;:h farmera gat land in theé
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arts =
P al'éi= a person over 20 years of age gets a farmed

31
25 morgen, 600 of which are gratis and the remainder at |

1 I d
/4 Per morgen, payable in cash with 6% discount or in 5

years time at an interest of 6% per annum. Sheep can be

obtained at from 4 to 6 shillings and cattle from £2 to |
£4 sterling. Any one therefore who can land there with ? l
%800 sterling is an independent man, with the prospects of%v 
obtaining his own land; thus to be his own.mastér and notfﬁﬂf
as a labourer or servant to work forrothers- | ;i:{f“

The expenses to get there are not great, since uﬁﬂn{ﬁig%:
err¥al arrival at Buenos Ayres thansport is gratiﬂ; Thﬁ?}qu

Government of the country is a free republic, which as far‘

as I can find out, is on all main pulnts the same as thaj il
of the Free State and the Transvaal was, under a President
who is elected by the burghers of the whole country. ,Aftar
having gained their liberty the people made tWo condltions
in their land laws. The one is They acknowledge no rank %
by birth, such as kings, emperors, lords, etc., and tha ;ﬁgfff
other is full liberty of worship. MNost of the people of !+ :
the country are of §panish descent who are much 1like tha.;}ﬁfi
French or old Hugenots, who came into this country, but ]

there are many people of other nations, especially Germans.*fi

Indians and as far as I heard there is nothlng to be fearqu?7i

ff' | from them. The most important game is the Guanaea; a sor:%;f;
%il B of largg buck, which when slaughtered welghs between t wq 4;;;
R ‘and three hundred pounds. They are buck which do not go. ﬁa“ﬁﬁ
:iaf‘; 1arge herda and the largest number which I sawntagetheﬂwaa g;a

ﬁ%fﬁ[i~f somswhat over a hundred. But they are found scattered over
o fﬂt the whole country, 20 in ona vallay and 10 in another etc.
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Then there are also m'anylastriches much smaller fchax_} t.:lzi:"’
in South Africa, and the feathers are not of much value&';;%
But t.he mos t abunc'iant of the all are wild duck, geesd'ind :g

! r
1"."' =

swans. Even in those parts which are long inhablted t.hey ’f

l.;:.-[# i

do not appear to have dlmimshed There are also thrge Sk

‘53{'
varieties of partrldges in the country,_and further on"T

Ir.'l_,.

bowards the mountains varlous klnds of stag. A

After having well cons1dered everything upon my Te=Tit

turn here, I have come to the concluslon that ;he chana

| Py
for farming are much better in that country than here and

‘T F -!"l' x

:-'1"‘

i’“

§i have therefore declded to emgrate thlthe;'.‘l o A 1"'
..... RS 2

- Hoping that t.his report as taken fram my. diary will““‘-:a'

*._...., d l..-h. \.I"'tl- :'F"“-i:

: e
N b : | -*.. 1#' T T

~be of ?alue to some, ey N ‘*i s e
; | . 1 “"tz_; '-*,J-" Tui";"-“.-:‘g;f‘. "f!l"' !
: R e BT

LTl 4 ot - b el *;,* 3 _ b';.'. ::;*."’.'?,_: :

Your obedient servant H
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(Sd) C. J N V:Lsser oo Sk
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